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Economic Pressures Reduce Enrollment Opportunities at Bakersfield College for Spring

Bakersfield, CA – After five years of increased enrollment, Bakersfield College is experiencing the second straight semester of slowing numbers, indicating that budget-driven course reduction are resulting in full classes and waitlists, and are forcing students to look elsewhere for their higher education options.

Bakersfield College’s enrollment for Spring 2012 has declined eight percent as compared to Spring 2011. Data gathered on the first day of the new semester shows Bakersfield College headcount at 16,631 – more than 1,578 students fewer than last year.

“It has become apparent over the last year that Bakersfield College would see continued growth if not for the need to limit course offerings,” said Dr. Greg Chamberlain, president of Bakersfield College. “Students are packing Bakersfield College classes, filling the waitlists, and asking for more classes to be opened, but Bakersfield College simply cannot meet the demand under the current economic climate.”

Bakersfield College offered 103 fewer classes for Spring 2012, down to 1,614 from last spring’s course offerings. This reduction in course offerings is directly reflected in the College’s enrollment, and in the number of students on waitlists for classes.

According to a study released by the American Association of Community Colleges and the National Student Clearinghouse, data from more than 700 community colleges indicated a one percent drop in enrollment nationwide, though the numbers are still 22 percent higher than in 2007. The Chronicle of Higher Education translates that overall growth to about 8.3 million community college students nationwide.
 
Bakersfield College, like the other community colleges in California, was designed to provide career and technical education along with transfer education. Over the last five years, the surge in enrollment can be most attributed to the economic slowdown which drove additional students to Bakersfield College as an option to train for a new career. Additionally, the economic changes in the area also drove students originally headed for four-year universities to the more affordable community college option.

As this unprecedented demand on community colleges began straining available resources, higher education began experiencing devastating and sustained budget reductions which challenged the colleges’ ability to continue to offer courses at numbers previously offered Bakersfield College is currently operating under a $4.3 million budget reduction for 2011-2012, and a currently projected reduction for 2012-2013 of about $2 million.

Enrollment figures (can be duplicated) for all Bakersfield College locations are, as of today:
· Bakersfield College overall – 16,631
· Panorama Campus – 13,648
· Delano Campus – 1,789
· Arvin High School – 174
· Online – 3,144
· Weill Institute – 551 
· Stockdale High School – 575

While the majority of Spring 2012 classes are full, students interested in attending Bakersfield College can check online at www.bakersfieldcollege.edu and click on “Class Schedule” to see a list of open classes by running an “Advanced Search” under Spring 2012. Classes which start after the first day of school are most likely to be available. Students should look for classes with open seats or open spots on wait lists and enroll in those. Students on wait lists should attend class on the first day or they will be dropped from the class waitlist.

Please note, due to changes in fire code, parking is no longer allowed in the circle in front of Bakersfield College’s Administration Building. Media should park west of the Administration Building, north of the Library in the yellow painted areas, or call Amber Chiang at 395-4256 or 794-9684 for a parking pass.
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